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xrtADSS AND CRAFTS 


There were many tanners in the county, as shoes, n»j.xi<= D o 
saddles etc, had to he made in the county* Tanning the hides 
into good leather was a profession in itself, for it took 
twelve months of working with the hide to tan it into leather 
ft Robert Shrader was one of the best harness makers in the 
county. He lived in The Hills community, where Frank Deputy 

I 

now lives. He tanned his or/n leather and then made it into 


V ^rrxson ox Jacox was a very busy man. He built 

a grist mill that would grind both corn and wheat. On Dece 

18. 1860 he did not come hone for supper, and when nemhers 

the f sully went to investigate they found him dead.- caugh 
in the wheels Sf the nill. For a nmker of ^ ^ 

death his Widow Sarah Morrison took cars of ths mil. She 
rove blankets, coverlids and many other products of ths 

spinning wheal and loon and aold.With tha products of her 

an^ proceeds of the min Q v 

Finally D.O.Hin ‘ ‘ llrlRf f ° r tha Fanil; 

U ' S 80n - ln - U " — -a nill.H. rant. 






out tc tennsuts -ho cssed fun th. » 1U - ■ -7 

income. Thomas Horrison was nl S o a rheolrite on 
He hod an old time turning lathe on which he r.ade ro 
pins and dough trays. large wooden We that resent e 
ve call a nixing howl), lie eeene to hare been a Eaniua -or 

making thinge. Mra Wade million of Jacox. a *»*-■ 
daughter, hae a loon and a spinning wheel that he made 
18S0' for his wife. They have been handed down fron mother to 
daughter, and are etlllin uae.Mrs. WoMlllion had a blanket in 
the making the day I was to see ber.She also showed me some 
blankets and coverlids that Sarah Morrison had made yesrB Ego 

D,0.Smith also made shoes ail laotEo 

^L^ayette Burner ras a shoemaker, 

Napoleon B. Artogast—a shoemaker 



kills Rouchin-a blacksmith and a gun. 

1 


R, u.Curry and C,?/.Burner had grist mills, 

! * 

r 


The only'woman shoemaker have found any record-of in the 


county was Sally Moore of Beowns Creek, People say she was a 
excellent shoemaker, 

Perhaps the first shoemaker in the county ras 'Thomas 
Drinnon.the pioneer who came here soon after John McNeel and 
the Rennisons came, 

Charles and Jacob Hennison, the pioneer brothers, 
were skillful workers in wood with tho broad ax and whip saw. 
Some of the first carpenter work ever done in this county 
was done by them and Richard Hill. Charles Kennicon hewed the 
logs for John Me el’s house. He also prepared the logs for 
the house of Claiborne HcHeill of buckeye. Hi 8 services were 






greatly valued In planning and oonatruotlng forte. 

Hobart UoUlary of Mill Point wee a oaddle mater. 

John Duff laid had a grlat mill where the Huntersville 
bridge crosses Knapps Creek. It was there at the tine the 
Huntersville and Warm Springe Turnpike was built In 1636to 
Jcc3. for the contract for the road calls for a bridge to be 
built across the creel at Duffield'e mill dam. 

/- John Bruffey, Sr. and hie son oohn Bruffey Jr. mere 
Stone masons. SThlle they did other won m stone, the 
mating of grave stones was their specialty. Almost every 
cemetery In the lower section of the county, especially on 
ruffeys creel, has stones mede by the Bruffeys. John, Sr. 

° «« soldier.He net his death by being 

r n ~ MB 1 ~ r ^ ^d out of the brun 

scared it. John Bruffey Jr had a 

ce with, bear onat- *- , 7 mU6Ml en ^rlen. 

§ ' J 18 hSd a /^ ne tlc ® Wiled a panther 

~ ' , PMther " ES « -teh a snail dog that 

g and While It - had its attention on the dog 

came up behind fte 

P behind it and killed it wi+h 

decided that 1 -e v. ° ^is He 

mat if he could km r 

^iJ-l a panther in „ 

he could elao HW 1tv thlB Va * that 

kil^other animals in iu- e - v . 

h8 ™ nt lDt ° 0 la — thicket on a Wr 

« - kear got him hy the ^ "* 

"" hiS Ue bef0 « kelp could be had ' ' t0re 

" °- B -Swecier cane to Dunm 

mechanic m the trade of . ‘° ra *” 18?7 - H » a skin , 

“® E l s ° followed th Ca - Jne t naking and i n arehlt 

ed the trade of auet* 8rchl tectur e . 

1 ’ ears one of the best not) Peering and was r„ r 

eat Mctioneore m th. Dan y 

the county. 


T.-i th 





'The raising of live stock continued to be one of the 
chief souroee of Income for most of the land owners. ne find 
In 1082. Moses Moore raised and sold stock to the amount 
of $15,000. without mention of stock fed and held unsold. 

O ^ 

oamuel Sutton of Durbin was a blacksmith. 

William Sutton a nogon maker and 

John mutton a cabinet maker. It 4s said that he made . 
beautiful furniture. 

Prom-Hist, of Pocahontas—Price 

Charles Shinaberry-Clover Lick 

4k 

ft ’Pom Bruffey-Lobelia 

c °o ^So £eo© iClncaid-—Durbin 
$ LIrs# bade lIclliliion--J&cox 
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Pocahontas County 


Chapter 5- Section 2-a 

Shortly after the construction of the first road 
into Pocahontas County (1838) called the Warm Springs 
and Huntersville Turnpike, a man by the name of John 
Harness began hauling goods from Staunton into the mount¬ 
ains for the purpose of trading with the settlers. He 
made his headquarters at the home of John Bradshaw at 
Huntersville and here he began to trade his supplies of 
salt, coffee, powder, lead, a few pieces of calico, etc., 
tor the pelts, venison and ginseng of the hunters. From 
this foot the place become known 05 Huntersville. It had 
0 very prosperous development on aocount of the traders 
meeting, here to exchange goods. It was no uncommon thing 
for the BuntersviTIe^merchants to realize three or four 
hundred' per cent on d£y goods, end not much less on gro¬ 
ceries during the period from 1822 to I845. 

In 1652 e very dlsasterous fire occurred and 
destroyed moat of the business pert of the village. 

other buildings were erected but were burned by the Fed¬ 
eral troops to prevent its being a confederate depot for 
military supplies. 

.hen peace was restored between the States, Htnt- 

ersville recuperated rapidly ran + ^ 

* aiy * La *y trades were carried 

:r;!r nd - 1 -* — 

7 ln ““^notion with eelooning. 








POCAHONTAS COUNTY 


•t %i 


Chapter 5—Section a 



. " Ith tIJG pioneers * horaes were what they wanted, where 
. 803 “«•» *- communities. Along 

;;; SUbS1St °' ,Ce ^ 4 "‘*«* —* -forte, and si- 

J r: ° f lnSelllSMt ° hrlStlfln «*-». -e Scotch- 

by Pocahontas bounty was chi.fi 

»* inheritance the hi- , . 7 “ ttle4> 1184 

Price in one of hi = ” religious standards. Ur. Andrew 

one of his writings said that the 

40 0o " M “ ‘ha qualities of coura * Se6me4 

with religion. SC ’ C£rnage a °d industry 

of the Greenbrier na ^ ^ ^ the 

brought 'by Martha MoKaal, wifc^ " 88 ° h 3181604 "* s 

38004 —op" i tr: 1 - 

"Otnn, waa said to have felt h Very Pl °“ S 

rainistar would visit her h *“ **»» a 

a maa horse or 04 -Id re- 

°P nppreciation »nen JJJ' ^ VB1U ° bl ° •• a tohan 

446 «*■* Sabbath sJhool *' m0,£ ^ ““ 044 ^ 

County. la the suomer over taught in Pocahontas 

horse, and ervants would lift h 

she would then ride ah * 61 ° n 6 « 

house where thp t b ° Ut four 'miles tn 

Pno Josiah Frial cabin . * soh °ol 

would brgin aho + Mn st °od. Th _ 

° about n ine o'clonir Zeroises 

hot She would raaTth' "* • - 

U 2lV9 500<i a ^ice. The ** Bible ’ t8lic a Sreet deal 
w ith her. Sc -olar s would read t 

Raises W ould i their Blb le 

n ° 0n * school was 6 ab ° Ut t*u in th 

la h Browns 
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